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Thailand maintains that everyone is equal before the law, regardless of whether a 
woman or man. So, woman has equal legal protection in the criminal justice system 
several aspects such as being implicated as a defendant in criminal case, as a victim in 
criminal case or as a witness. As,it can be seen from the criminal statistic case in 2016 , 
women over the age of 18 years were sued as a defendant in criminal case in the court 
of first instance throughout the country were 136,187 compared to men were 589,401 
The girls who were under 18 years of age were sued as defendant in juvenile and family 
court nationwide in 2016 were 1,903 compared to boys were 27,459. In 2016, the 
number of girls who were victim of sexual offense were 3,028 and that of women over 18 
years of age who were victim of sexual offense were 1,364 (2) The most of criminal coses 
were drug abuse cases about 80%.  

1. Criminal justice response to woman as defendant.  
    According to the Criminal Procedure Code has set forth ; the officer who has 

power of arrest, detention, prosecution and trial of a court case as well as the 
enforcement of judgment by the correctional officer must be done suitable for the female 
offenders. 

  
(1) Senor judge of Taling-Chan Provencal Court, former chief justice of Thonburi Criminal Court, presiding  judge  of 

Supreme Court and president of the Court of  Appeal Regional 6.  
 (2) The annual statistical report nationwide 2559 (2016)  
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As we know, the accused or defendant in criminal case whether women or 
men all face many problems such as legal problems, economic problems, career 
problems as well as family and social problems. In fact, they need counseling to 
encourage them to solve their problems. If they have consulted with psychosocial 
counselor it also helps to prevent they jump bail and be able to change their behavior 
before the court decides the case.  

  In order to support and enhance the defendants can solve the problems and 
change their behavior. The Thonburi Criminal Court has established the Psychosocial 
Counseling Clinic on the 18th. of August 2009 by providing the volunteer psychosocial 
counselors who are qualified of techniques and methods in motivational interviewing for 
the purpose of giving consultation to the accused or defendants of narcotic addiction 
case, domestic violence case and the person on bail with petty crime charges in which 
the court imposed the conditions requiring such person to attend the consultation 
session or course at the psychosocial counseling clinic during provisional release 
period. In addition to the protection of victims in criminal case, the court may grant an 
order for the victims who is woman relating to the domestic violence case or sexual 
related offenses to attend the consultation session or course at psychosocial counseling 
clinic likewise. The procedure of psychosocial counseling is emphasized the idea of 
solving the problem by applying advisee base theory and encouraged the advisee to 
seek their own decisions in order to solve their problems.      

    The Thonburi Criminal Court also issued the regulation set forth; when the court 
releases the accused or defendant in narcotic case, domestic violence case and minor 
case on bail the court will order the accused or defendant consult with the psychosocial 
counselor at the Psychosocial Counseling Clinic. In other case if the accused or 
defendant is a woman especially woman who kill her husband neither the court has 



3 
 

released her on bail or not the court will order her to consult with the psychosocial 
counselor every case. At present, psychosocial counseling program has been 
expanded to the Chiang Mai Provincial Court, Nonthaburi Provincial Court , Pathum 
Thani Provincial Court and Talingchan Provincial Court.  In 206, the statistics of the 
accused or defendants who have consulted in the Psychosocial Counseling Clinic of 
Thonburi Criminal Court there were 392 men and 112 women and in the Psychosocial 
Counseling Clinic of Talingchan Provincial Court there were 875 men and 102 women.
  

(Psychosocial Counseling Clinic of Taling-Chan Provincial Court) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
(Psychosocial Counseling Session) 
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 As for the evaluation of the psychosocial counseling program by collecting case 
conferences, reviewing and knowledge management conference, following up of the 
accused and defendants who have consulted  by family groups conference with random 
of 10- 15 families every mouth, the results indicate that there are positive reflections of 
the participants' family members on the progressive improvement and development in 
behavior and conducts  of the accused or defendants ; there is no further harm and 
domestic violence abuse. 

( Case Conference) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
( Family groups conference ) 
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The justice system reponse to women who were victim of criminal case. 

1. Investigations and inquiry by the judicial officer. 
    1.1 Child friendly atmosphere in  justice system, according to the Criminal 

Procedure Code, when the inquiry official  will inquire  the  victim or witness in criminal 
case whether the girl or boy is under the age of eighteen have to inquire in front of the 
attorney,  the prosecutor, the psychologist or social worker, if there is any question will 
affect or harm seriously impact on the child's emotion the inquiry official has to ask such 
question through the psychologist or social worker, do not make a question directly to 
the child.  

     1.2 Woman friendly atmosphere in justice system, according to the Criminal 
Procedure Code in the sexual violence case when the inquiry official  will inquire the 
woman who is a victim of sexual offense only the female officer who has power to inquire  
the cases. 

2. Trial the criminal case in the court 
     Firstly, children under the age of eighteen whether girl or boy when examine 

as a witness has to use close circuit television, video and audio testimonies of victim and 
witness from the witness room to the courtroom. The children will not confront or hear the 
defendant from the courtroom. The prosecutor and defendant or attorney can not 
directly ask the question to the children. Only ask a question through a psychologist or 
social worker, as the case may be. 
              Secondly, the criminal justice system, the court has to trail and approve the 
evidence in open courtroom and present in front of the defendant. However, in some 
case the open courtroom is not suitable for the victims or witnesses are  vulnerable, 
fearful or treated by the defendant such as a woman in sexual related  offenses or a 
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victim in domestic violence cases. Under the Criminal Procedure Code section 172 
paragraph 3 stipulates that the court can conduct a trial without having the victim or 
witness confronts to the defendant directly by using closed- circuit television, electronic 
media or other means upon the victim or witness's request or as the court deems 
appropriate after taking into account gender, age, health and sanitary, mental state of 
mind or fear that the victim or witness has towards the defendant.  

     According to the law, the Thonburi Criminal Court has recognized and 
concerned the importance of protection for those who vulnerable and established the 
first courtroom without direct confrontation of the victim or witness and the defendant. 
Non-confrontation courtroom, the victim or witness will sit on the right hand side of the 
Judge while the defendant barred by the wall is on the left hand side. The victim or 
witness can give testimony and avoid confrontation with the defendant but the victim or 
witness and the defendant can see each other through the close-circuit television 
screen.(see the picture a. and b.) 

                       ( Non - confrontation courtroom A ) 
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The Thonburi Criminal Court also provide a witness room where a victim or  

witness can rest and relax before and after giving testimony. In practice, before the 
court trials the case, the court officer will lead a victim or witness out of the witness room 
and proceed to the courtroom will separate from the defendant and others. The witness 
door at the entrance is also made of an opaque glass in order to preventing people to 
look inside the courtroom when the victim or witness testifies before the court. After the 
trail finishes, the court officer will lead the victim or witness through the separate door go 
out of the court premise in order to protect the victim or witness from encounter or 
confrontation with the defendant outside the courtroom. After the victim or witness leave 
from the court, the court officer will allow the defendant and their relatives to leave out of 
the courtroom. ( see pictures c) 

( Close-Circuit television screen B) 
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( Witness’s room C ) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3. Protection of woman who was a victim of domestic violence.  
    According to the Family  Violence Prevention Act, 20017.  When the inquiry 

official will inquire the victims of domestic violence has to conduct in the presence of the 
psychiatrist, psychologist, social worker or a person who requested by the victim. The 
law provides a domestic violence is a criminal act. Most of the offenders ; commit a 
domestic violence are often offenses under the Penal Code. So, domestic violence  
cases can be sue in different court, such as the juvenile and family court, magistrate 
court or provincial court as the case may be.    

    In the case of women who are victims of domestic violence. If they do not wish 
to file a criminal complaint against the offender of domestic violence or the child who 
has been treated unfairly. According to the juvenile and Family Judiciary Procedure Act, 
2010. The women or the children who were the victims of domestic violence. They have 
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the rights to file a petition to the juvenile and family court for the protective order. The law 
just came into force in 2010, and the number of lawsuits filed in 2011 were 213 cases in 
the year of 2016 were 291 cases and in the year of 2017 (January - 30 September 2017) 
were 162 cases.  

Protective order is an alternative for women or children who have been a 
victim of domestic violence. They can assign a person or non governmental organization 
or lawyer to file a petition for the protective order from the juvenile and family court.  

 


